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THANK YOU, FROM ALL STAFF  
As pupils continue to complete homebased learning tasks, thank you so much for your continued efforts 
to make these arrangements work well. We’ve been really impressed by the work that you have shared 
with us and it’s been very encouraging to see what you have been up to. We want to help as much as 
we can and encourage you to ask for guidance from your child’s classteacher when needed.  
 
TEACHER TELEPHONE CALLS  
This week, your child’s teacher will contact you by telephone to review their progress and to discuss 
their learning. We’ll get started with these calls tomorrow, and aim to complete them by the end of this 
week.  
 
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 
Well done to all pupils that took part in the Easter holiday photography competition, ‘Swaledale in Spring, 
2020’. There’s a great range of entries that are all available to view on the school blog. Brenda Price, 
Chair of Governors, judged the competition and we are delighted to announce the winner is Millie with 
her photograph ‘Dark Side of the Daffodil’. In 2nd place, Sophia’s photograph ‘The Floating Rainbow’ 
was also highly commended. Thank you to everyone for taking part.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
BUBBLE PRAYER 
Building on Sophia’s bubble photograph, Rachel Pinkney, Methodist Schools and Families Worker, has 
shared an idea for a bubble prayer. It’s available on the school blog if you would like to try it.  
 
HOME LEARNING – STATIONERY ITEMS  
If you are running low on stationery items for home learning tasks, please contact us. Exercise books, 
paper, pencils, pens, rulers, glue sticks and plastic folders to store your child’s work are all available. 
We would either deliver the items to your home or post them out to you. To request any items, please 
email the school office.  
 
HOME LEARNING – EMAILS 
With us relying on email communication at the moment, if you don’t receive a message from a teacher 
at the usual time, please let us know so that we can resolve the issue.  
 
HOME LEARNING – COMPUTING  
With almost all of our educational activities shared electronically at the moment, we realise that an 
effective computing solution is needed to access this work. If you are struggling to access the resources 
shared by teachers, please contact school so that we can explore a solution.  
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PAYMENTS ALREADY MADE FOR SWIMMING AND SCHOOL DINNERS 
As you will be aware, only 3 out of the 6 planned sessions of swimming for both KS1 and KS2 pupils 
were able to go ahead in the spring term. 50% of each parent contribution has been carried forward 
towards the cost of the autumn term swimming sessions. When letters are sent home about swimming 
for the autumn term parents will be notified of the amount of their contribution which has been carried 
over. If anyone would prefer to have their 50% contribution refunded to them while schools remain 
closed, then please let the school office know by e-mail, by 11th May. Cheque payments will be issued 
for any refunds requested. 
 
Some parents may also currently have a credit balance in their Parent Pay account for school meals. 
Please be assured that this money will automatically be carried over for use once schools re-open. 
However, if anyone would prefer to have their credit balance refunded to them while schools remain 
closed, please let the school office know by e-mail, by 11th May. Cheque payments will be issued for 
any refunds requested. It is also possible, if parents request it, for school office staff to transfer credit 
balances to younger siblings, but it is not possible to transfer credit balances to secondary schools.  
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM ORDERS FOR SEPTEMBER – PLEASE ORDER EARLY 
Schoolshop, our on-line uniform supplier, has advised us that it will do everything possible to ensure 
that orders for new uniform items run smoothly. The supplier’s website is currently being updated and 
is due to go live in its new form on 4th May 2020. This will incorporate a system to keep parents informed 
about the progress of their orders. The company is continuing to operate its production lines within the 
social distancing guidelines currently in place and is building up stocks for responding to autumn ‘back 
to school’ orders. However, we have been advised that it will take longer than usual for orders to be 
fulfilled. 
 
At the moment, no cut-off date for orders has been set, but the message from the supplier is ‘don’t leave 
it too late’. Early ordering, anytime from now, and no later than the middle of July is advised. To 
place an order, visit www.school-shop.co.uk. There is no minimum order, however, orders below £40 
have a £3.95 delivery charge. There is also a small returns charge of £2.85 per return. 
 
The Friends of School hold a stock of preloved items in good condition – mostly smaller sizes – which 
are available for a small donation to Friends. Please contact Leanne Guy, on 01748 884408, if you wish 
to enquire about these. 
 
FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
We hope that the government protection schemes currently in place due to the coronavirus crisis are 
helping to support many of our parents in these unprecedented times, but we are aware that there may, 
unfortunately, be new financial challenges for some. While schools remain closed, the government has 
asked schools to continue to provide meals (or payment for meals) to pupils of parents who meet the 
economic eligibility criteria for free school meals, and there are also other ways that schools can help 
support these families. 
 
The eligibility criteria for free school meals are included below. There is a broader package of benefits 
beyond a daily meal, making this relevant to families with pupils in Reception through to Year 6. If you 
would like an application form, please e-mail the school office.  
 
To qualify for free school meals a parent(s) must fulfil one of the following criteria: 

• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods (£616.67 per 
month); 

• Income Support; 
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance; 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance; 
• Support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; 
• The guarantee element of Pension Credit; 
• Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 

household gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC); or 
• Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit. 

 
Please note that contributions-based benefits, including contribution-related Jobseekers' Allowance do 
not entitle you to claim free school meals. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
Over the summer, both Mrs Rhiannon Atkinson (known by pupils as Miss Bell) and Mrs Rachel Allison 
are expecting babies. We are very pleased for them both. We will be in touch later in the summer term 
to confirm staffing arrangements for September.  
 
SUMMER 2020 STATUTORY TESTS 
All statutory tests and assessments that were scheduled to take place this term have been cancelled.   
 
SUMMER 2021 STATUTORY TESTS  
Each year the Department for Education set dates for statutory testing and all pupils in certain year 
groups must be in school to complete these on specific dates. Please find these dates outlined below: 
 

Year group  Test Dates/Details 
Year 6 KS2 tests Test dates are 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th May 2021 
Year 4 Multiplication Tables check A 3-week period from Monday 7th June 2021 
Year 2 KS1 tests May 2021 
Year 1 / 2 Phonics test Pupils will be tested between 7th and 11th June 2021 

 
CONTACTING SCHOOL  
Although school is closed at the moment to the majority of pupils, you can still contact us by phone or 
email.  
 
School office phone    01748 884308  
 

School office email   admin@rg-schools.org.uk   
 

Headteacher email  headteacher@rg-schools.org.uk  
 
If there’s anything that we can do to help, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
With best wishes,  
 

   
 
 
 

Gordon Stainsby 
Headteacher 
 
 


