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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
With Christmas being celebrated in different ways in school this year, and with some people having
experienced a challenging time, we thought a Christmas message to all pupils, parents, family members
and the wider community would be a good idea. In the last few days, pupils have been busy recording
their thoughts and contributions. Our Christmas message is available on our school blog - we hope that
you enjoy it. Please do let grandparents and the wider community know about it too. Thank you.
CHRISTINGLE CELEBRATIONS
This week all of our classes have enjoyed a classroom-based Christingle service, led by Reverend
Caroline. The sessions have explored both the Christmas story and the meaning of Christingle. Each
element has a special meaning and helps to tell the Christian story:
•
•
•
•

The orange represents the world
The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the love and blood of Christ
The sweets and dried fruit represent all of God’s creations
The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in the world, bringing hope to people living in darkness

This year KS1 pupils have used a traditional candle, lighting this at home. We’ve had some lovely
feedback from pupils and parents, with some families lighting their candle by their Christmas tree at
home.
Thank you for your contributions to the Children’s Society; they are very much appreciated. You are
still welcome to send these to school at the start of the spring term.

YEAR 1 & 2 – POLAR EXPRESS
KS1 pupils have been designing and making carriages for the
Polar Express in DT lessons this half term. They have learned
about wheels, axles and chassis, and have used this
understanding to build their carriages, either with a storage
compartment or a seating area.
The completed train is on display in the classroom and looks
fantastic.
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YEAR 3 & 4 – ‘TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
Pupils in lower KS2 have
been enjoying ‘Twas the
Night Before Christmas, and
have recorded a recital of the
poem.
It’s available for us all to view
on the school blog.
Well done and thank you to
all pupils that took part!

YEAR 5 & 6 – ELECTRIC VEHICLES
Pupils in upper KS2 have been busy making electric vehicles as part of a combined science and design
technology project.

EARLY YEARS – CHRISTMAS CARDS AND DECORATIONS
Our Early Years class has really enjoyed making Christmas cards and decorations in the last few weeks.

HOLIDAY HOMEWORK – ENJOY READING!
We hope that your child enjoys a well-earned break from school-based learning over the holiday,
enabling them to return refreshed and ready to learn in January. With this in mind, teachers will not set
any homework, although we do suggest and recommend that your child reads on a daily basis. Daily
reading could include listening to your child read or reading a story together. Taking turns to read a page
is a good way to keep the pace of a story going. An alternative is to try paired reading, which involves
reading along with your child, letting them take the lead when they can and helping them by reading
words that they find tricky. Reading a story to your child is also really worthwhile. We hope you enjoy
reading together over the holiday; please do let us know how you get on and record the reading in the
back of the purple home schoolbook. Thank you.
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ADVENT AND SCHOOL VALUES
During Advent we enjoy lighting a candle each week on our wreath.
We always think about the meaning associated with each candle
– Hope, Peace, Love and Joy.
This year advent has coincided with some discussion and work
that we’ve been doing in our classrooms about our school values.
We’ve realised that our values and those of the advent candles are
very similar!
Children from all classes have completed artwork inspired by our values and we’ve chosen the pictures
below for display on our school website. Well done to everyone that took part in this work.

LOVE

HOPE
PEACE

KINDNESS
REPORTING A POSITIVE COVID-19 CASE
We hope that everyone remains well over the holidays. Schools have been asked to assist with the NHS
track and trace system during the start of the school holiday period. In line with the guidance that schools
have received:
• Where a pupil tests positive for coronavirus, having developed symptoms more than 48 hours
since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact
tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.
• Up to 6 days after the end of term (up to and including 24th December), if a pupil tests positive for
coronavirus, having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, please contact Mr
Stainsby by email - headteacher@rg-schools.org.uk - so that the school can assist in identifying
close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in
school. The e-mail address will be checked daily, for this purpose only, until 24th December.
POPPY APPEAL
The British Legion has thanked us for raising £123 through your donations. Thank you for your support.
TERM DATES 2021/2022 ACADEMIC YEAR
A list of term dates for the next academic year, commencing September 2021, is being sent home with
this newsletter. A copy is also available on our school web site.
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SCHOOL MEALS
Thank you to all families that enjoyed a school Christmas dinner yesterday. We really value our school
kitchens, with one at each site, and encourage as many children as possible to benefit from the excellent
meals on offer, not just on special occasions, but every week. At £2 for nursery pupils and £2.50 for KS2
children, we think that they represent good value for money. A copy of the school meals menu for the
spring term is being sent home with this newsletter. There is also a link to the menu from our school
web-site. If you would like to arrange a school meal for your child, either every day or for a couple of
days each week, then please do contact the school office.
FREE SCHOOL MEALS
We hope that the government protection schemes currently in place due to coronavirus are helping to
support many of our parents in these unprecedented times, but we are aware that, unfortunately, there
may be new financial challenges for some. There are ways that schools can help support families that
meet the eligibility criteria for free school meals.
The eligibility criteria for free school meals are included below. There is a broader package of benefits
beyond a daily meal, making this relevant to families with pupils in Reception through to Year 6. If you
would like an application form, please e-mail the school office.
To qualify for free school meals a parent(s) must fulfil one of the following criteria:
• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods (£616.67 per
month);
• Income Support;
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance;
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance;
• Support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999;
• The guarantee element of Pension Credit;
• Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual
household gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC); or
• Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit.
Please note that contributions-based benefits, including contribution-related Jobseekers' Allowance do
not entitle you to claim free school meals.
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS – FIRST HALF OF SPRING TERM
We are pleased to continue to offer one after school club to each class bubble in KS1 and KS2 next half
term. All sessions will start the second week back (week commencing 11th January) and will continue
up to half term. A 4:30pm finish time applies to all sessions. Please note that the sign language lessons
will be taught in separate classrooms for each bubble, although (signed) communication will be possible
between the groups!
Please email or telephone the school office to let us know which clubs your child(ren) would
like to attend. Clubs for the first half of next term will be:
Day

School

Staff

Year Groups

Club

Monday

Gunnerside

Mrs Guy

KS2

An introduction to sign language

Thursday

Reeth

Miss Codman

KS1

Jigsaws

On behalf of the pupils, staff and governors of Reeth and Gunnerside Schools, best wishes for a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Gordon Stainsby
Headteacher
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Jan
Mon 4th
Tues 5th

Staff training day
School re-opens

Feb
Fri 12th
Mon 22nd

School closes for half term
School re-opens
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